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Abstract

In the late 1980s, under the shadow of Operation Lalang and the Chinese education
crisis, Malaysian society was marked by heightened political tension, while freedom of
expression was constrained by restrictive laws. In Malaysian Chinese-language literature,
Malaysian Chinese poetry emerged as an important genre for recording the traumas of the
era and the emotional experiences of ethnic communities. Within this literary landscape,
Poh Seng Titt stands out as a representative poet of political lyricism during this period,
distinguished by his profound local consciousness and strong sense of place. A Penang-
nite and educated at National Taiwan University, Poh’s lifelong dedication was to
educational and cultural work. He initiated and organised a poetry recitation movement
with sizeable impact among the Malaysian Chinese community, known as the Dong Di
Yin (Moving Earth Chant). Assuming dual roles as both poet and publisher, Poh has
received honors such as the Malaysian Chinese Literature Award and the National Book
Award. Frequently employing local imagery such as “the wind and the rain,” “our land,”
and “our city” as expressive vehicles, Poh transforms political realities and historical
memories into poetic articulation. In doing so, he foregrounds a mode of Malaysian
Chinese political poetry marked by both critical engagement and public resonance.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese literature, Poh Seng Titt, political lyric poetry, homeland,
nation narrative, local practice
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