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Narratives of the “Stranger” and Spatial Mobility in
Ding Yun’s Short Story Anthology The Lost Black Whale
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Beijing Normal-Hong Kong Baptist University

Abstract

The creative trajectory of Malaysian Chinese literature is deeply interwoven with the
experience of diaspora. From the “homeland dreams” of early migrant writers to the post-
war localization of “native place” or topophilic writing, a dominant mode has emerged in
which nostalgia constructs “place attachment™ as a means of stabilising identity. However,
Ding Yun’s literary production represents a different trajectory: writing from a position of
prolonged residence in Singapore after migrating from Malaysia, she persistently
articulates the condition of the “stranger” within a state of continual displacement. This
study argues that Ding Yun’s fiction, through its distinctive spatial narratives, provides a
crucial textual site for understanding the suspension and negotiation of diasporic identity
under conditions of ongoing mobility. Drawing on Yuri Lotman’s model of narrative space
as a foundational analytical tool, it systematically examines the construction of topos,
chronotope, and textual space in her fiction, while also incorporating Gaston Bachelard’s
poetics of phenomenology to capture emotional memory and psychological imagery
embedded in mobile experience. Through this framework, the study seeks to elucidate
how, in The Lost Black Whale, Ding Yun transforms physical spatial mobility into a
metaphor of spiritual wandering, thereby representing the diasporic Chinese community’s
dilemmas of belonging, identity resilience, and cultural (re)production.
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