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Building Bridges in Tokyo: UM Explores

Computer Science Excellence

Bryan Raj Peter Jabaraj, Dept. CST, FCSIT
Mohd Shahrul Nizam Mohd Danuri, Dept. IS, FCSIT

In a strategic move to elevate
academic standards and foster
international  synergy, the
delegation from the Faculty of
Computer Science and
Information Technology
(FCSIT), Universiti Malaya (UM)
recently communicated and
conducted a comprehensive
benchmarking visit to the
University of Tokyo (UTokyo),
Japan. The visit focused
specifically on the Master of
Computer Science programs,
aiming to align UM’s
curriculum with global
benchmarks while exploring
the unique pedagogical
strengths of one of Asia’s

premier institutions. The
session commenced with a
formal presentation by the UM
representative, providing the
Japanese hosts with an in-
depth look at the academic
landscape of Universiti Malaya.
The presentation detailed the
rigorous process flows within
FCSIT, highlighting the
faculty’s commitment  to
standard quality assurance and
student success. To provide a
sense of scale, the delegation
shared data on UM’s robust
student population,
showcasing the faculty's role
as a major hub for
technological talent in
Southeast Asia. Following the
introduction,

|

the visit transitioned into a
series of high-level discussions
with distinguished professors
and experts from UTokyo. The

dialogue centered on a
meticulous comparison of
curriculum  structures and

admission requirements of the
university. These insightful and
fruitful conversations provided

invaluable insights into how
UTokyo balances theoretical
foundations with emerging
industry needs. Beyond the
classroom, the two parties
delved into the future of
academic partnership,

specifically discussing:

Children learn by exploring new things through play.
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e Research Collaboration:
Identifying overlapping
areas of interest in Al,
cybersecurity, and data
science for potential
impactful joint projects
in the near future.

e Student Mobility:

Establishing pathways
for exchange programs
that would allow
students from  both
nations to experience
diverse and  unique
research environments
and learning experiences

The visit was not confined to
only meeting rooms. The
delegation was treated to a
guided tour of the historic
UTokyo campus, where the
blended fusion of traditional
architecture and modern
cutting-edge facilities was on
full display. A highlight of the
walk was a stop at the student
bookstore, offering a glimpse
into the daily academic life
and the specialized resources
available to the Japanese
postgraduates. The insightful
benchmarking visit was
concluded.

A warm note of mutual respect
and friendship. The UM
delegation  presented their
hosts with traditional souvenirs
from Universiti Malaya,
symbolizing the start of a
promising collaborative
relationship. As FCSIT continues
to evolve, the insights gained
from this Tokyo visit will serve
as a vital blueprint for
enhancing the Master of
Computer Science program,
ensuring UM remains at the
forefront of global
technological education.
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