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DEPARTMENT  OF INTERNATIONAL  AND STRATEGIC STUDIES, 
UNIVERSITI MALAYA

The discipline of International Relations was first introduced to the University of 
Malaya in the 1970’s under the Department of History. Due to an increase in demand 
for this discipline, in 1992, the International Studies Programme (ISP) was established 
under the auspices of the Dean’s Office, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, with 
the first batch of undergraduates enrolling in 1992 and graduating in 1996. Apart 
from the undergraduate programme, the department also began offering the M.A. 
and Ph.D. (by research) in 1992. In 1999, the ISP was upgraded and expanded to 
become the Department of International and Strategic Studies. In the same year, the 
department also introduced the Master in Strategic and Defence Studies programme. 
The department launched the inaugural issue of its annual publication, the Malaysian 
Journal of International Relations (MJIR), in 2013. 

ICON CENTRE FOR GLOBAL AFFAIRS MALAYSIA

ICON Centre for Global Affairs Malaysia is a think tank based in Kuala Lumpur 
with a focus on global affairs. ICON was founded to challenge prevailing views and 
norms, in order to encourage broader debate and discourse that we believe are critical 
in the current domestic and global environment. This is an important ingredient in 
navigating the wealth of information and disinformation overwhelming today’s 
society. The knowledge and understanding gained from the creation of such platforms 
leads us one step closer towards the creation of a better world and future for all. 
Website: http://www.icon.org.my
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THE MALAYSIAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS

The Malaysian Journal of International Relations (MJIR) is a peer-reviewed 
refereed journal published annually by the Department of International 
and Strategic Studies, University of Malaya. The MJIR welcomes original 
contributions related to international relations, foreign policy, diplomacy, 
political science, international political economy, strategic and security 
studies, and related fields, to be considered for publication. In particular, 
the journal welcomes manuscripts with a focus on international relations 
in the Asia-Pacific.

Objectives

The world of international politics in the 21st century is a dynamic 
one, with challenges as well as opportunities. Contemporary news 
highlights the threat of nuclear proliferation, of terrorism in vari-
ous parts of the world, climate change, and of the continuing side 
effects of the financial meltdown. Equally there are opportunities 
to advance such causes as nuclear disarmament and crisis resolu-
tion. Hence, there is a need for scholars to address the challenges 
and arising issues in contemporary world affairs. Along these lines, 
the objectives of the MJIR are to promote scholarly research on in-
ternational relations and strategic studies, to provide a channel for 
the publication of articles based on research, original thought, and 
commentaries on these topics, and to stimulate further debate and 
interest in the study of international relations.
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