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(Challenges in Translating the Qur’anic Phrase ““Inda Allah” into
English in Light of Its Normative Sense: A Critical Study)

Mohamed Amine Hocini, Mohamad Saleh Kotob

ABSTRACT

This study examines the Qur'anic phrase “ ‘inda Allih” and its indication
of divine normativity through a critical analysis of English translations of
the Noble Quran. It identifies the various renderings adopted by
translators to convey this normativity and assesses the renderings’ precision
in preserving it across contexts. The significance of the study lies in
highlighting the semantic gap between the Qur’anic notion of ‘indiyyah -
as an expression of divine judgment and normativity- and its English
counterparts, and in seeking to bridge this gap by surveying translational
options and evaluating their precision in communicating the intended
meaning. The study employed three methods: an inductive method for
gathering the various translation renderings, an analytical method for
examining and discussing them, and a comparative method for weighing
them against each other. The findings revealed a significant diversity in the
renderings used by translators for the phrase “ inda Allah” as an indication
of divine judgment and normativity, identifying twenty-three (23) distinct
renderings across nineteen (19) different translations. The results also
indicated a marked divergence in conveying the normative sense precisely,
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highlighting the need for more rigorous methodological precision in
translating this and other Qur’anic expressions.

Keywords: ‘Inda Allab; ‘Indiyyah; Normative Sense; Qur'an Translation; Noble
Qur'an.
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